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being cut off by Prentiss's defection. McArthur mistook
the way, marched too far to the right, and so, instead of
reaching Stuart, came in on the other side of the Rebels,
now closely pushing Prentiss. His men at once opened
vigorously on the enemy, and for a time they seemed
likely still to save- our imperilled division. But coming
unawares, as they seem to have done, upon the enemy,
their positions were not well chosen, and all had to fall
back together.

General Prentiss seems here to have become separated
from a large portion of his command. The division fell
into confusion; fragments of brigades and regiments con-
tinued the fight, but there was no longer concert of action
or continuity of lines of defence. Most of the troops
drifted back behind the new lines that were being formed;
many, as they continued an isolated struggle, were sur-
rounded and taken prisoners.

Practically, by 10 o'clock the division was gone. Gen-
eral Prentiss and the few troops that surrounded him
maintained a detached position some hours longer, till they
were completely cut off and surrounded; and the Rebels
signalized their success by marching three regiments, with
a division general, a,s prisoners, to their rear.

By 10 o'clock, however, this entire division was virtually
hors du combat. A deep gap in our front line was made,
the Rebels had nearly pierced through,- and were only
held back by McArthur's Brigade and the rest of W. H.
L. Wallace's Division, which hurried over to its assist-
ance.

For the present, let us leave them tkere, They held
the line from this time until four.

We left Sherman's Brigade maintaining a confused
fight, Hildebrand's about gone, Buckland's and McDowell'sp
